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A CANDID APPEAL TO THE PUBLIC, 


By the members of the Masonic Fraternity, connected with the Lodges 
of Waterford, Concord, Lyndon, St. Johnsbury, Peacham, and Crafts- 
bury, and the Royal Arch Chapter at Danville, in the State of Ver- 
mont. 


Frttow Citizens :—For some time past, the feelings of the 
public have been greatly agitated upon the subject of Freemasonry. 
In the fall of 1826, an act of violence and outrage, is said to have 
been committed in the state of New-York, highly revolting to the 
feelings of the friends of humanity, and which excited the indigna- 
tion of an enlightened community against the perpetrators. 

It is now generally believed, that, in consequence of the expecta- 
tion that a book was about to be published, purporting to be, and 
entitled ‘* Mustrations of Masonry,” by William Morgan, the said 
Morgan was kidnapped and carried to parts unknown ; and, from 
the deep mystery which attended every succeeding movement, that 
he was subsequently murdered. Of the facts relating to this trans- 
action, we know nothing more than is communicated in the publick 
papers, and consequently can be no better judges of the truth of the 
- statements than yourselves. 

So vague, however, and contradictory were the reports, in this 
section, concerning the transaction, at the time, and so novel were 
the circumstances attending its commencement, as to leave the pub- 
lic entirely at a loss, as to its character or extent. While many con- 
sidered its very existence as doubtful, and read the discrepant re- 
ports as the effusions of inventive newspaper scribblers, common in 
seasons of de&rth of news, others supposed it a plan of Morgan and 
his associates, to produce an excitement, which would ensure the 
sale of his books. ‘To the latter opinion, many in our connexion, 
were very naturally inclined, and when rallied upon the subject, 
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not unirequently, in expressing their opinion, have made remarks, 
which themse!ves would have condemned, had they believed that 
the outrage had been committed. 

Different opinions are entertained, by the members of our Lodges, 
as to the nature of the transaction at Batavia, and the fate of Mor- 
gan ; but in proportion as the belief has obtained among us, that 
the alleged outrages were committed, has been our regret and mor- 
tification, that men should have been found connected with the in- 
stitution of Freemasonry, so entirely lost to a sense of their obliga- 
tions to the laws of God, their country and the institution itself, as , 
to become the perpetrators of such a crime ; and no efforts of ours 
will at any time be wanting to apprehend such offenders and deliv- 
er them to the officers of justice. 

With these sentiments, fellow citizens, judge of our feelings, 
when we find ourselves publicly accused not only of tolerating, but 
being accesary to such a crime. We are ‘ men of like passions” as 
yourselves—we have the same common interest-—we are connected 
with society by the same ties—our reputation is as dear, and our 
sensations, when wrongfully accused, as acute as yourown. Con- 
scious of our integrity, and at peace with the various classes of our 
fellow-citizens among whom we associated, we had supposed our- 
selves, equally with them, secure from the tongue or pen of slander, 
and entitled to the same privileges and respect. 

It is with mingled emotions of indignation and of pity, that we 
have witnessed the untiring efforts of our accusers to fix, in the 
public mind, the belief, not! only that the principles of ‘the institu- 
tion are anti-christian, and highly dangerous to our civil institutions, 
but that laws and injunctions, tolerating and authorizing the most 
unheard-of wickedness ;—that obligations and ceremonies, blasphe- 
mous and obscene, exist and are well understood by the Fraterni- 
ty ; that the alleged outrages at Batavia are the legitimate fruits, 
the indigenous productions of the order, and that the ‘‘ members 
generally have considered it their duty to take the life of any one 
who should expose their system.” 

It is to defend ourselves from allegations such as these that we 
make the present appeal. We have long, perhaps too long, been 
silent : we had not supposed it possible that charges so absurd could 
continue to be urged, or if urged, believed. We have deprecated 
the evils necessarily attending an excitement like the present—evils 
extending to every class, and society, and individual in communi- 
ty ; and we have been unwilling, by any act of ours, to contribute 
to the continuance of the excitement. 
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Among the many arts which have been used to draw us into a 
controversy, is the unjust inference, that our silence is a tacit admis- 
sion of the correctness of the charges brought against us ; a sugges- 
tion which would not have been noticed by us, were it not, that it 
has been made with such address, as to create, among a respectable 
portion of community, the expectation that we should reply. As 
the subjects of a free government, however, we must be permitted 
to say, that in the peaceable and lawful exercise of privileges, char- 
tered to us by law, noman may call us to an account. But as citi- 
zens and republicans, the respect and courtesy we owe to an en- 
lightened community, ‘demand from us this appeal. 

It is not our intention, nor is it necessary at this late period of the 
existence of the institution, to enter into a defence of the principles 
of Masonry. For centuries, the wise, the virtuous, and the good 
have approved it. Our object is to defend ourselves—to vindicate 
our characters from the unjust aspersions of those, who, in their zeal 
to overthrow the institution, have thought it necessary to immolate 
upon its funeral pile, the reputation of all its members. 

In thus defending ourselves, however, we must necessarily ex- 
press our opinion of the institution. We know not, indeed, what 
corruptions may have crept into it elsewhere, nor can the vices and 
irregularities of individual members of Lodges, with any fairness, 
be charged upon us. ‘‘ If we have done evil, bear witness of the 
evil ;” and let our conduct show whether the principles of the insti- 
tution encourage or authorize the commission of crime. 

Much has been exhibited to the public, purporting to be disclo_ 
sures of the secrets of the institution, which is shocking to the feel- 
ings of the christian and the philanthropist, and which, if true, 
would have driven from its pale, long ere this, every member pos- 
sessMig the least moral principle or refinement. But as those abom- 
inations are inconsistent with, and directly opposed to what has come 
to our knowledge, we feel at liberty to judge of the character of the 
institution, only from our own experience ; and we do most solemn- 
ly aver, that, so.far as, we can judge from that experience, the rep- 
resentations and assertions which go to show that its precepts and 
rites are at variance with religion and cur civil institutions, have no 
foundation in truth. . 

We shall not be accused of arrogancy, when we remind you, that 
until the present excitement the members of our society stood at 
least as high for integrity and moral honesty, as the body of commu- 
nity generally. ‘This reputation was not unmerited ;--and being 
conscicus of no offence agaimst our country or our fellow-citizens, 





THE AMARANTH: [Nov. 


we stil] fearlessly claim, as a body, the character of men of truth.— 
In this capacity we offer the following remarks : 

We believe the institution of Freemasonry designed for the mor- 
al improvement of its members. 

We believe that none of its precepts can fairly be construed so as 
to give license to principles or practices hostile to religion, or the 
peace and well-being of society. 

We believe that the interference of Masons, in their associated 
capacity, in the affairs of government, or touching any election to 
office, would be a violation of the precepts of the institution, and an 
unheard-of practice in our Lodges. 

We believe, (and in this position we are sustained by obvious 
facts,) that in exercising the right of suffrage at elections, the mem- 
bers of the fraternity have never been infiuenced by the considera- 
tion that the candidate was or was not a Mason. 

We believe that the members of the fraternity have never con- 
sidered their obligations to their brethren as extending to the con- 
cealment of crime ; but they were bound to use all suitable measures 
to bring to justice, indiscriminately, every offender against the laws 
of his country. 

We believe that no precept of the institution has ever been con- 
sidered, by the members of the fraternity, as authorizing revenge or 
retaliation for injurics. 

In accordance with the foregoing sentiments, are the monitorial 
charges, which have been before the public, and which have ever 
been considered obligatory by the members of our Lodges. ‘In the 
‘ancient charges,” it is enjoined that masons ‘‘ employ themselves 
dilligently in their sundry vocations, live creditably, and conform 
with cheerfulness to the government of the country in which they 
reside, At home, and in their several neighborhoods, they are to 
behave as wise and moral men ; they are to study the preservation 
of health, by avoiding irregularity and intemperance, that their fam- 
ilies may not be neglected and injured, or themselves disabled from 
attending to their necessary employments in life. .They are not to 
confine their charity to the relief of a particula~ individual, nor to the 
brethren of their order, but liberally extend it, so far as they have 
ability, to all mankind ; always relieving the distressed, consoling 
the afflicted, and living up to the goldenruJe of loving their God 
with all their heart and their neighbor as themselves ; cultivating 
brotherly love, the foundation and the capstone, the cement and 
glory of this ancient fraternity ; avoiding, upon every occasion, 
wrangling and quarrelling, slandering and backbiting.” 
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Such, fellow-citizens, are our views ard the principles of an insti- 
tution which the editor [a Mr. Eaton,] of the ‘* North Star,” at 
Danville, declares, “ is immoral—-irreligious—anti-republican, and 
based on murder’’—such the sentiments we are called upon to re- 
nounce, or be proscribed as ‘* murderers—as “ carrying in our skirts 
the blood of the innocent”—as men “ whose tender mercy is cruel- 
ty towards all who dare disclose the secrets of their order.” 

In regard to the sweeping allegation, that, ‘‘ Masons, no doubt, 
have generally considered it their duty to take the life of any one 
who should expose their system”’—that Morgan was executed ‘ac- 
cording to a well known law of the society,” &c. &c. we can only 
express our indignation. Do you believe, fellow-citizens, men with 


whom you have associated for years—whom you have ever found 


men of integrity and honesty in the common concerns of life—who 
have sympathized with you in affliction, and exhibited all those 
sensibilities common to the virtuous of every class, and who, in 
many instances, have not only been professed christians, but have 
given indisputable evidence of their piety, by a blameless and holy 
life ? Do you believe them capable of becoming damons, so soon 
as they enter the lodge-room ? You do not—you can not believe it: 
nor do those who assertit. It isa wicked slander, invented by men 
whose object is to excite and put in motion the tempestuous passions 
of their fellow-men, for the detestable purpose of ‘‘ riding on the 
whirlwind and directing the storm.” 

It is truly painful, to every lover of peace, to witness the present 
perturbed state of society, in this vicinity, compared with its happy 
and prosperous condition a few months since. And while he dep- 
recates the present, and looks forward with fearful forebodings to 
the future consequences of the excitement, he can not but express 
his decided disapprobation of their conduct, who have been the 
agents in producing it. 

The alarm was unnecessary. Facts have "not been produced, 
nor do they exist, showing probable cause for such an excitement.— 
The sober judgment of every disinterested person, will reject the 
idea so repeatedly urged, that masonry has designs upon our civil 
and religious liberty. ‘The reflecting part of community can not be 
made to believe that, during the unparalleled prosperity and peace 
which has been enjoyed in this State, by every class and condition 
of our citizens, for a series of years, ‘ the chains of slavery have 
been drawn around us, and tightened and burnished by the mason- 
ic fraternity.” 

The conduct of our members can not be adduced as authorizing. 
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such a belief; no concessions of those whose names are before the 
public, imply it. It is notorious, that in common with our fellow- 
citizens at large, the members of the fraternity have contributed 
their share in promoting the public good. _It is was their interest 
to do so—it is still their interest ; and the united influence of duty 
and of interest will ever operate to secure their efforts for the gen- 
eral welfare, and in perpetuating our inestimable institutions. A 
system, therefore, fraught with such evil, can never be supported 
by them, and any scheme unfriendly to these institutions will ever 
be resisted by promptness and decision. 

Again, our Lodges have ever been composed of men of different 
political creeds ; men whose political interesis were at issue. Hence 
it is obvious that a Masonic Lodge, of a!l places, is the most unfa- 
vorable for political intrigue. 

Equally preposterous and false are the allegations that, the pre- 
cepts and rites of the institution are irreligious, profane and blasphe- 
mous. We have in our connexion, a large and respectable portion 
of professed christians, of different denominations, who join most 
heartily in this appeal; men of intelligence and discernment, who 
can not be deceived, and whose conscientious regard for the religion 
they profess, forbid the thought, that they should barter the inter- 
ests of the church for those of an inferior institution. 

We could have wished to avoid personal animadversions. But 
as the “‘ North Star” has been the successful, and almost the only 
instrument of spreading the work of moral desolation, in this sec- 
tion, we are bound in justice to ourselves and to the public, to notice 
what appears to us, the very inconsistent conduct of its publishers. 

For some months previous to the 18th of March last, these men 
adopted the highly consistent and only rational conclusion, that the 
outrages at Batavia were perpetrated by some fanatical zealots of 
the-order, led on by their own impetuous passions ; and that it was 
unreasonable and unjust to charge their crime upon the fraternity at 
large ; a great majority of whom, were men of acknowledged worth 
and respectable members of society. 

We will not pretend to decide whether the editorial article which 
commenced the anti-masonic career of the Star, exhibited al/ the mo- 
tives which operated to induce its editors to such a step ; nor will we 
say that it was the intention of its conductors to prosecute their un- 
dertaking to such unwarrantable lengths as they have since done.-- 
Suffice it to say, that the same plausible language was used in re- 
gard to the members of the socicty. ‘ The instituticn, not its mem- 
bers,” said the editors, “is the object we oppose.’? 











1828] OR, MASONIC GARLAND. 281 


Happy would it have been for their reputation as men of candor 
and truth, and happy for society, had they adhered to this prelimi- 
nary. But receiving at this time, (as might have been expected 
from the novelty of the subject,) a considerable accession to their 
list of subscribers, the editors seem to have hailed this circumstance, 
as a certain indication that their cause was good. Hence, their rea- 
son, probably, for the indiscriminate proscription of all those mem- 
bers, ‘‘ who retain their connexion with the society.” 

For some time past, both the editorial and copied articles pub- 
lished in the Star, have teemed with charges of folly and crime up- 
on the members at large. In a communication which the editor 
‘believes proceeded from the purest motives,” it is asserted that 
‘‘ the line must be drawn. There can be no neutral ground. He that 
is for masonry, unveiled, and ugly as the monster is, must take his 
ground.”’ 

Perfectly in keeping with this sentiment is the frequent repetien 
in editorial articles ofthe phantasms, ‘‘masonic vengeance,” “‘mason- 
ic calumny,” ‘“‘the revilings of the benevolent brotherhood,” ‘ ma- 
sonic influence and intrigue,” &c. &c. while in articles copied from 
western papers, and recommended to the readers of the Star, are sen- 
timents like the following. ‘‘#li the members of the unholy league 
are bound to subscribe to every such murderous transaction, or re- 
nounce their connection with the society.” ‘ll who still holda 
standing in this fraternity, and labor to support it, are stained with 
his (Morgan’s) blood.” ‘*.4ll carry in their skirts the blood of the 
innocent.” ‘These men are found in almost every neighborhood.” 
‘‘ Masons no doubt have generally considered it their duty to take 
the life of any one who shall expose their system.’’ Anonymous ar- 
ticles have been published questioning the motives and even ridi- 
culing the conduct of those masons who, ‘‘ desirous to restore peace 
and mutual confidence, have proposed to refrain from ever entering 
a Lodge.” Others with fictitious signatures, are allowed to narrate. 
how, ina distant State, the Masonic fraternity have interfered with 
and rescued from the hand of justice, those of the order who have 
been guilty ofmurder. ‘The whole calculated to deceive the credu- 
lous and create feelings of popular disgust and resentment against 
the members of our Lodges. 

We cannot determine how far the Editors of the Star have ‘“‘veri- 
ly thought” they were doing right in calling upon the members of 
churches to renounce the institution. But when assured by those 
members that such a step would in their view be inconsistent and 
wicked, ‘‘a zeal according to knowledge” would never have prompt- 
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ed to the measures adopted to coerce them into a violation of their 
consciences. 

As though the “end could sanctify the means,” the writers for 
the Star have not hesitated to ‘‘ sow discord among brethren.” 

A direct appeal has been made to “ every church and congrega- 
tion which regards the cause of God, or the good of our country, 
to withdraw from such ministers (as are masons) and treat them 
as heathen men and publicans, until they repent of their great wick- 
edness.” 

In this manner have the suspicions, the fears, and the prejudices 
of community been excited, until multitudes are filled with honest 
indignation at the imaginary “‘ orgies and crimes” of men, who, 
conscious of their innocence, can not but feel equally indignant at 
the conduct of their traducers. 
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NOVEMBER. 
By James Grahame. 


Languid the morning beam slants o’er the lea ; 
The hoary grass, crisp, crackles ’neath tread. 


On the haw-clustered thorns, a motley flock 
Of birds, of various plume, and various note, 
Discordant chirp; the linnet, and the thrush, 
With speckled breast, the blackbird yellow-beaked, 
The goldfinch, fieldfare, with the sparrow, pert 
And clamorous above his shivering mates, 

While, on the house-top, faint the redbreast plains. 

















Where do ye lurk, ye houseless commoners, 
When bleak November’s sun is overcast; 
When sweeps the blast, fierce through the deepest groves, 
Driving the fallen leaves in whirling wreaths; 
When scarce the raven keeps her bending perch, 
When dashing cataracts are backward blown ? 


A deluge pours ! loud comes the river down: 
The margin trees now insulated seem, 
As if they in the midway current grew. 
Oft let me stand upon the giddy brink, 
And chase, with following gaze, the whirling foam, 
Or woodland wreck: Ah me, that broken branch, 
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Sweeping along, may tempt some heedless boy, 
Sent by his needy parents to the woods, 

For brushwood gleanings for their evening fire, 
To stretch too far his little arm ; he falls, 

He sinks. Long is he looked for, oft he’s called ; 
His homeward whistle oft is fancied near : 

His playmates find him on the oozy bank, 

And, in his stiffened grasp, the fatal branch. 


Short is the day ; dreary the boisterous night ; 
At intervals the moon gleams through the clouds, 
And, now and then, a star is dimly seen. 


When daylight breaks, the woodman leaves his hut, 
And oft the axe’s echoing stroke is heard ; 
At last the yielding oak’s loud crash resounds, 
Crushing the humble hawthorn in its fall. 
The husbandman slow plods from ridge to ridge, 
Disheartened, and rebuilds his prostrate sheaves, 


ANCIENT POETRY. 


The following production of olden times, is said to have furnished Shak~ 
speare with the plot of ‘‘ As You Like It.’’—It is taken from a copy 


which is said to be unique. Itis written with a beauty and pathos 
which is seldom exceeded :— 


Love in my bosom, like a bee, 
Doth suck his sweete ; 

Now with his wings he plays with me, 
Now with his feete. 

Within mine eyes he mal:es his nest, 

His bed amid my tender breast : 

My kisses are his daily feast, 

And yet he rebs me of my rest, 

Strike I my lute—he tunes the string, 

He music plays, if I so sing ; 

He lends me every living thing, 

Vet, cruel, he my heart doth sting. 

What if I beat the wanton boy 

With many a rod! 

He will repay me with annoy, 
Because a god. 

Then sit thou safely on my knee, 

And let thy bower my bosom be : 

Oh, Cupid, so thou pity me, 

I will not wish to part from thee. 
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MASONIC LE CTURES.-—-NO. Ill. 


In the preceding number of our lectures, we attempted to trace 
the origin, and to illustrate, so far as it was necessary for us to do, 
the use of symbols, and the symbolical language. We shall now, 
taking Hutchinson for our guide, glance at some of the most con- 
spicuous of the mystical rites and institutions of the ancients. 

It will be admitted by the most sceptical, that the prominent fea_ 
tures of our order, bear, at least, a strong analogy to the leading 
‘characteristics of many of the secret societies of antiquity. ‘‘ Our 
morality is deduced from the maxims of the Grecian Philosophers, 
and perfected by the Christian revelation.” ‘‘’The knowledge of 
the God of Nature, forms the first estate of our profession ; the 
worship of the Deity under the Jewish law, is described in the sec- 
ond stage of Masonry ; and the Christian dispensation is distinguish_ 
ed in the last and~highest order.” Yet, it is not merely extremely 
difficult, but the subject becomes problematical, when we attempt 
to trace the exact origin of our symbols, or the source whence our 
ceremonies are immediately derived. We shall not attempt the 
inquiry here, but rest satisfied, for the present, (and we hope our 
readers will also,) by tracing the outlines of a portion of those in- 
stitutions of ‘olden times,’ from which they are supposed to have 
been deduced. 

The Asstdeans,—the predecessors of the Pharisees and Essenes,— 
were a sect among the Jews. ‘They preferred their traditions to 
the written word, and professed a sanctity and purity that exceed- 
ed the law ; but they subsequently fell in with the dogmas of the 
Sadduces, and denied the resurrection, &c. &c. 

‘The Essenes were of very remote antiquity. Some have conten- 
ded that they were in being at the departure of the Israelites out of 
i'gypt. They may have taken their rise ‘‘ from that dispersion of 
their nation, which happened after their being carried captive into 
Babylon.” Many of their ceremonies bear a striking analogy to 
those of our institution ; stronger, probably, than those of any oth- 
er sect, except the Druids ; for which reason, writers on Masonry 
have generally supposed them to be possessed of our mysteries.— 
The leading points in their character were, that, they chose retire. 
ment, were sober, industrious, paid the highest regard to the mora] 
precepts of ihe law, but neglected the ceremonial, further than it 
regarded bodily cleanliness, the observation of the Sabbath, and 
making an annual present tothe T'emple at Jerusulem. They nev- 
#5 associated with women, nor admitted them into their retreats.—— 
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By the most sacred oaths, though they were in general averse to 
swearing, or to requiring an oath, they bound all whom they initta- 
ted among them, to the observance of piety, justice, fidelity, and 
modesty ; to conceal the secrets of the fraternily, preserve the books 
of their instructors, and with great care commemorate the names 
of the angels. Vide Spirit of Masonry, Godwyn’s Moses and 
Aaron, &ce. &c. 

Among the Greeks, a festival was celebrated in honor of Ceres, 
at Eleusis, in Attica, where the Athenians, with great pomp and 
many ceremonies, attended the mystic rites. ‘This festival ‘ was 
the most celebrated and mysterious solemnity of any in Greece ; 
whence it is often called, by way of eminence, the Mysleries ; and 
so superstitiously careful were they to conceal the sacred rites, that 
if any person divulged any of them, he was thought to have called 
down some divine judgment on his head, and it was accounted un- 
safe to abide in the same house with him ; wherefore he was appre- 
hended as a public offender, and suffered death. Such also was the 
secrecy of these rites, that if any person, who was not lawfully initi- 
ated, did but, out of ignorance or mistake, chance to be present at 
the mysterious rites, he was put to death. The neglect of initiation 
was looked upon as a crime of a very heinous nature; insomuch 
that it was one part of the accusation for which Socrates was con- 
demned to death. Persons convicted of witchcraft, or any other 
heinous crime, or had committed murder, though involuntary, were 
debarred from these mysteries.’? In later times, lesser mysteries 
were established, into which the candidate was constrained to be inz- 
tiated, prior to his receiving the greater. The Priest who officiated 
at initiations, first proposed to the candidate, certain questions, to 
which he returned answers ina sei form.* ‘This, and some other 
preliminaries over, the initiation took place. ‘The garments in 
which the candidate was initiated, were accounted sacred, and of 
no 'ess efficacy to avert evil; than charms and incantations. The 
Hierophanta,t or Priest, or Master had (¢hree assistants, the first 
of whom was called, from his office, torch-bearer ; the second, erter 
and the thir | n inistered at the altar. ‘There were also, as con -titu- 
ent parts of the initiatory ceremony, thunder and lightning, fright- 
ful no‘ses and b llowings, terrible apparitions, and a variety of 
other terrible matters, for the particulars of which we have not 
,oom to spare, nor discernment enough to determine their bearing 


* Meursius’s Treatise. ti. e.—a revealer of holy things. ‘‘ Hiero- 
phantes is said to have been a type of the great Creator of all things.”’ 
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on the Masonic institution, or their relative importance to its mem- 
bers ; though some writers have given them, forthe information of 
the brotherhood, with a minuteness and perspicuity, which, bestow- 
ed on subjects whose meaning was less abstruse, would ensure to 
any author, the unqualified approbation of his readers. 
There was another great festival celebrated by the Greeks at 
Platza, in honor of Jupiter Eleutherius. The assembly was com- 
posed of delegates from all the cities of Greece, and the rites were 
performed with the utmost magnificence and solemn pomp. 
[Subject to be continued ] : 
of | 
W: 
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RETROSPECTION. “ej 
[For the Amaranth. “7 
Oh! who hath seen, in youth’s bright hour, Fa 
The clouds of disappointment lower ; 
Beheld their gloom, when hovering nigh, a 
As darkness screens the azure sky ; - 
Who, in his youthful hours, hath wept Go 
Beside the grave, where parent slept ; tab 
And sigh’d for happy moments gone, bel 
Like wasting dew before the morn? me 
Oh! who hath wander’d far away, = 
In tranquil hour of parting day, if ¢ 
To hallow’d spot of mother’s rest, she 
Where naught disturb’d her quict breast ; ’ 
And in a gloomy scene, like this, tiv. 
Beheld the world all comfortless ; 
And hath not rais’d his tho’ts on high, _ 
To yon pure sphere beyond the sky ? a 
Who hath gazed on each trembling star, 66g 
And moon that rides on silv’ry car, ger 
Without that contemplation pure ?>— mu 
When these shall fade, what shall endure ? rea 
The mind in vain may seek for bliss, the 
In such a transient world as this ! wit 
*Tis far beyond the Earth’s control ! acl 
It dwells with the immortal soul. on 


Hence, hence away, ye fading things ! 
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My soul would seek for purer springs ; 
For tho’ the gems of earth are gay, 
How soon, alas, they haste away ! 














RALEIGH BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 


- To an unknown friend we are indebted for a copy of the Minutes 
of the doings of this Association, at ‘‘ Holly Spring Meeting House, 
Wake county, N.C.” Among other matters, is the following un- 
just and illiberal resolution : 


‘* Resolved unanimously, That this Association disapprobate the prac- 
‘tice of members of the Baptist church, whether preachers or lay mem- 
‘bers, joining or frequenting Freemason lodges.”’ 


What do these men mean? Do they think themselves commis- 
sioned by Him, whose humbly devoted servants they profess to be— 
are they, we ask, commissioned by Him, to generate strife and con- 
tention? Or, are they chosen, (as they assume to be,) by Divine 


Goodness, to allay the turbulent passions of our nature, and to es- 
tablish ‘‘ peace on earth, and good will among men ?” If they 
believe themselves commissioned for the former object, (and their 
measures are indicative of such a belief,) then they are mistaken in 
their master ; their authority is derived from a very different source, 
and they do the deeds of their father, faithfully. On the contrary, 
if chosen for the latter purpose, they are unfaithful servants ; “‘ going 
about engendering strife ; having a zeal without knowledge.” 

We are not disposed to question, on untenable grounds, the mo- 
tives of any man; but when we hear him, in the fulness of his zeal, 
make a positive declaration, having neither reason, nor argument, 
nor fact to support his position, we attach to it about the same im- 
portance that we do to the reasoning of an antiquated maiden, 
“at is, because itis.’ ‘This is precisely the case with the reverend 
gentlemen under consideration. They tell their disciples that they 
must not commune with the Masonic brotherhood ; giving no other 
reason why they should not, more than that, they must not, because 
they must not! ‘* Most potent, grave, and reverend seignors !’” 
with that submission due to your exalted personages, we humbly 
acknowledge the potency of your argument and the validity of your: 
reasoning ! 

We have avery high regard for the ministerial office ; but we 
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hav. not that blind adoration, which some possess, for every man 
who may assume the badge of that sacred profession. We have 
some knowledge on this point. We know that there are ignorant 
and bigoted pretenders in religion, as well as in more worldly mat- 
ters. We know that a very large portion of those who officiate as 
preachers of the gospel, in the United States, are men without an 
adequate education; without qualities commensurate with the respon- 
sibilities of that important office. We know that such men are su- 
perstitious to the highest degree ; and that, with them, it is a receiv- 
ed axiom, that “‘ the end sanctifies the means ;” that they will break 
down all barriers ; cut and thrust on all sides without mercy, to the 
attainment of a single object; though that object, when attained, be 
injudicious and prejudicial to the peace and happiness of the little 
flock of good people, whom Providence has placed under their care 
and protection. We use strong terms, but understand perfectly 
well what we are about. Our opinion is based on knowledge deriv- 
ed frora direct intercourse and personal observation ; and when it is 
necessary for us to speak, the fear of individual disapprobation will 
never deter us. We would carefully avoid giving offence, or doing 
violence to the feelings of any truly good man: such will receive 
our remarks in the spirit in which they are made. Our shafts are 
aimed directly at those selfcreated puritans who set up for a saneli- 
ty and purity that exceedeth the law ; and they may re-enact the 
part of Baal’s priests ; and continue to cry aloud, come nol near me, 
for IT ammore holy than thou !—we care not arush. Like Jehu, 
they may applaud themselves in their furious march to destroy the 
idols; and in their zeal against Daal, forget their duty against 
** Jeroboam’s Calves.”? 'These things concern us not. 

The resolution in question, prohibits the intercourse of members 
ef the Baptist church witlt the Masonic institution. ‘The only in- 
ference that can fairly be drawn from this is, that Freemasonry is a 
kind of sin-gcenerator—a non-elect concern, dangerous to the puri- 
tanical refinement of the sheep-fold. Let us for a moment, review 
the evidence which probably led to this conclusion ; we say proba- 
bly, for no reasons, in justification or explanation, are furnished by 
the Minutes, in which the resolution is published. That the institu- 
tion is based on the immutable laws of morality and religion ; that 
its influence on society generally, is salutary ; that its object is the 
inculcation of moral sentiment, and the melioration of the innumer- 
able woes, ‘‘ which flesh is hcir to,” sufficient evidence exists in the 
fact that, a very large portion of the most eminent divines of every 
denomination are members of, and unwavering friends to the Order. 
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This circumstance alone will be conclusive to every ingenuous and 
intelligent mind : it will go farther to increase the number of our 
friends among the enlightened and liberal of the Baptist church, 
than would the anathamas of ten thousand bigoted ‘‘ associations” 
to prejudice community against us. ‘That we are not what we as- 
sume to be,—and what the world has for ages believed us to be,— 
they have the declaration of a man, who, by his own confession, is 
a perjured villain ; who, for years, was notoriously a worthless va- 
grant, and who, we have many reasons to believe, is now living in 
‘dignified retirement,” on the product of hisowninfamy. We put 
the question to the candor of every person—W hose evidence is most 
implicitly to be relied on ?--On which shall our opinions of the insti- 
tution be formed ? ‘The answer of the unprejudiced is clear ; that 
of fanaticism is found.n the resolution quoted. 

The association ‘“ disapprobate the practice of members of the 
Baptist church, joining or frequenting Freemason lodges.” Were 
we disposed to go equal lengths with them in their fanaticism, we 
should say that, no conscientious man, particularly if he be a mason, 
could sit under the preaching and worship at the same altar, with 
men whose belief is founded on such equivocal evidence as we 
have shown theirs to be, in this instance. They have adopted the 
infamy of Morgan as good ; as the rule and guide of their conduct ; 
and the relation in which they now stand, is very clearly delinea- 
ted in the Good Book.--We presume it is unnecessary for us to par- 
ticularize on this point. 

In conclusion, we have one word to offer on the consistency of 
these people. ‘I‘othe Minutes which contain the resolution denounc- 
ing, by direct implication, the Masonic institution, is appended a 
concise biographical sketch of Elder William Lancaster, a worthy 
divine, who, by their own shewing, has done more for the cause of 
Christ, and the Baptist church in particular, we hazzard the asser- 
tion, than two thirds of the preachers of that denomination in the 
United States. He spent his life in the service of his Master ; ‘‘was 
aman of good moral character, real piety and great soundness in 
the faith.” ‘* The doctrines of grace were his favourite themes, and 
upon them he excelled ; and it may be said of him, as of John the 
Baptist, ‘‘ he was a burning and shining light.” ‘‘ He had a high 
sense of honor, was warm in his attachments, faithful in his friend- 
ships, polite and frank in his manners.” He was one to whom the 
scripture, ‘“‘ Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright, for the 
end of that man is peace,” applies with great force. Yet, strange 
as it may seem, and anomalous as it may be, this same Rev. William 
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Lancaster was, from an early period of his life until his death, a firm 
and zealous member of the Masonic fraternity ; and, for many years, 
one of the Grand Chaplains of the Grand Lodge of North Carolina. 
He who wittingly countenances and participates in the iniquities of 
another, is himself alike culpable. These men would, therefore, 
make this good man, whom they so much and so justly extal, one of 
the basest hypocrites on earth !—for, how a man can be possessed of 
‘real piety,” when he is advocating the interests of an institution 
so depraved and “ heaven-daring,” as they pretend to believe the 
Masonic to be, is, to us, an anomaly in the nature of things. May 
his spirit ‘* forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 








THE ILYPOCRITE., 
[Pollok’s Course of Time. 


In the grave 
The hypocrite had left his mask ; and stood 
In naked ugliness. He was a man 
Who stole the livery of the court of heaven, 
To serve the devil in ; in virtues guise 
Devoured the widow’s house and orphan’s bread ; 
In holy phrase, transacted villanies 
That common sinners durst not meddle with. 
At sacred feast, he sat among the saints, 
And with his guilty hands touched holiest things ; 
And none of sin lamented more, or sighed 
More deeply, or with graver countenance, 
Or longer prayer, wept o’er the dying man, 
Whose infant children, at the moment, he 
Planned how to rob ; in sermon style he bought, 
And sold, and lied ; and salutations made 
In scripture terms ; he prayed by quantity, 
And with his repetitions long and loud, 
All knees were weary ; with one hand he put 
A penny in the urn of poverty, 
And with the other took a shilling out. 
On charitable lists—those trumps which told 
The public ear, who had in secret done 
The poor a benefit, and half the alms 
They told of, took themselves to keep the sounding— 
He blazed his name, more pleased to have it there 
Than in the book of life. 
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SLANDER. 






We have thought that, at this particular time, when it may, with 
great truth, be said, the spirit of Slander is abroad in the earth, 
the following essay would neither be inappropriate to our work, 
nor uninteresting to our readers. Were we to write with a direct 
reference to the slanders in circulation against our Institution, we 
could not adopt Janguage more appropriate, nor arguments more 
pertinent. We are indebted for it to a meritorious little compi- 
lation of essays, called the ‘* Hive.” 
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SLANDER is a propensity of mind to think ill of all men, and 
afterwards to utter such sentiments in scandalous expressions. 
Slanderers are a species of creatures so great a scandal to human 
nature asscarcely to deserve the name of men. They are in gene- 
ral a composition of the most detestable vices, pride, envy, hatred, 
lying, cheating, uncharitableness, &c. and yet it is a lamentable 
truth, that these wretches swarm in every town, and lurk in every 
village ; and actuated by these base principles, are ever busy in at- 
tacking the characters of mankind ; none are too great or too good 
to escape the level! of their envenomed darts. If in high life they 
find the greatest worth, or a man in a middling station sober, honest, 
industrious, and aspiring, it is odds that his merit alone immediate- 
ly excites them to exercise their malignant tongue, and their souls 
rest not till their bags of poison are quite exhausted. However 
shocking to the well cultivated mind this assertion may appear, the 
truth is too flagrant, and of too easy investigation to admit of the 
least doubt. What account such unhappy creatures will be able to 
render hereafter, for so great an abuse of their time and talents, so 
unpardonable an injury to their neighbor, and so black a violation 
of the command of the gospel, ‘‘ Jove one another,” it is not difficult 
to guess, nor agreeable to think on. 
A good name, inman or woman, is the immediate jewel of their 
soul. 


» 
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‘¢ Who steals my purse, steals trash ; ’tis something, nothing ; 
*Twas mine, ’tis his, and may be slave to thousands ; 
But he that filches from me my good name, 
Robs me of that which not enriches him, 
But makes me poor indeed.”’ 
Spencer in his Fairy Queen, (book 4. cant. 8.) after represent- 
ing slander as an old woman, sitting on the ground, in a little cot- 
tage, goes on, 
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With filthy rags about her scattered wide, 
Gnawing her nails for fellness and for ire, 

And there out sucking venom to her parts entire. 

A foul and loathly creature to the sight, 

And in conditions to be loath’d no less : 

For she was stuft with rancor and despite 

Up to the throat ; that oft with bitterness 

It forth would break, and gush in great excess, 
Pouring out streams of poison and of gall, 

*Gainst all that truth or virtue do profess ; 

Whom she with leasings lewdly did miscal, 

And wickedly backbite : Her name men Slander call. 
Her nature is, all goodness to abuse, 

And causeless crimes continually to frame : 

With which she guiltless persons may accuse, 

And steal away the crown of their good name. 


Calumny is a filthty and pernicious infection of the tongue, for it 
is generally aimed, by the most wicked and abandoned part of man- 
kind, against the most worthy and most deserving of esteem, and 
wounds them unexpectedly. And to whom is it pleasing ? To the 
most vile and perfidious, the talkative. But what is its source ?-- 
From what origin does it proceed ? From falsehood for its father, 
and envy for its mother, and from curiosity for its nurse. 

Nor is calumny itself without an off-spring ; for it not only begets 
strife, and contention, hatred and malice, bloodshed and murder ; 
but nourishes other destructive evils. And now let us inquire, what 
is the antidote to this disease ? Innocence and patience. Inno- 
cence enables us to bear it, and patience blunts its edge. When 
you hear any one ill spoken of in your company, which happens 
but too often, mingle not the poison of your malignant reflections 
nor bid higher than the rest in the auction of slander, much less be 
the messenger of such abuses to the person concerned. 


Those who are given most to railing, 
We find have oft the greatest failing. 


Ten thousand are the vehicles in which the deadly poison of slan- 
der is prepared and communicated to the world—and by some art- 
ful hands, it is done by so subtle and nice an infusion that it is not 
to be tasted or discovered but by its effects. How frequently is the 
honesty and integrity of a man disposed of, by a smile or a shrug. 
How many good, generous actions have been sunk into oblivion, by 
a distrustful look ; or stampt with the imputation of proceeding from 
bad motives, by a mysterious and seasonable whisper. Look into 
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the companies of those whose gentle natures should disarm them, 
we shall find little better account. How large a portion of chastity 
is sent ont of the world by distinct hints,--nodded away, and cru- 
elly winked into suspicion by envy ? How often does the reputa- 
tion of a helpless creature bleed from report—which the party who 
is at the pains to propagate it,—hopes in God is not true, but in 
the mean time is resolved to give the report her pass, &c. 

There are some wounds given to reputation that are like the 
wounds of an envenomed arrow ; where we irritate and enlarge the 
orifice while we extract the bearded weapon ; yet cannot the cure 
be completed otherwise. . 

When a man of distinguished worth suffers unmerited calumny, 
it oft has the same effect as an eclipse of the sun ; which serves on- 
ly to make it admired the more. While it shines in unvaried light 
and splendor, it shines unnoticed ; but when it is obscured by some 
sudden and unexpected darkness, it attracts our attention, and emer- 
ges with an unusual and superior eclat. 

In this age, in some companies, there remains nothing, when you 
have done with public affairs, and public diversions, but private an- 
ecdotes—pulling down, or gently undermining characters, sitting 
in judgment upon those transactions, which, though of a private 
nature, are, by the newly established custom of the times, laid be- 
fore the public——or producing fresh accounts of them from pri- 
vate hands. I hardly ever heard a conversation of this kind carried 
on for half an hour, without some flagrant instance of slander and 
injustice. It is amazing to observe the courage with which, upon 
mere common report, facts are repeated, which tend tothe utter 
ruin of a character, and even motives confidently assigned, which 
it was impossible should be known. 

When cruel Slander takes her impious flight, 
What man’s secure against her baleful sway ? 
Virtue herself must sink in shades of night, 
And spotless innocence must fall a prey : 

With guile elated and malicious leer, 

Her neighbor’s fame she wantonly destroys ; 

No cruel treatment seems to her severe, 

Vile defamation all her time employs. 

How base the bosom whence vile slanders flow, 
There sweet content and downy peace ne’er dwell, 
But all the pangs of misery surprise, 

Of torments and remorse the dreadful cell. 


The best dispositions have usually the most sensibility. 
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have also that delicate regard for reputation, which renders then 
sorely afflicted by the attacks of calumny. It is not an unreason- 
able and excessive self-love, but a regard to that, without which, a 
feeling mind cannot be happy, which renders many of us attentive 
to every word which is whispered of us in our absence. 

No virtue, no prudence, no caution, no generosity can preserve 
us from misrepresentation. Our conduct must be misunderstood by 
weak intellects, and by those who only see a part of it, and hastily 
form a judgment of the whole. Every man of eminence has those 
in his vicinity who hate, who envy, and who affect to. despise him. 
These will see his actions witha jaundiced eye, and will represent 
them to others in the colors in which they themselves behold them. 

The heaviest misfortune will not shelter you from censure, when 
the conversation takes this turn. If you have lost your dearest 
friend, we pity you indeed ; but we cannot help observing, either 
that you have very little feeling, and do not grieve enough, or that 
you are highly blameable in feeling too much, andgrieving too vio- 
lently ; or else, that there is something very ridiculous in your man~ 
ner of showing your grief, or insome circumstance of your behay- 
iour under it. If you are stripped of your whole fortune, ’tis a ter- 
rible thing to be sure, but it cannot be dissembled, that your own 
imprudence was in a great measure the cause of it. 

Let the weak and ill-natured enjoy the poor pleasure of whisper- 
ing calumny and detraction, and let the man of sense display the 
wisdom and dignity of disregarding them. The dogs bay the moon, 
but the moon still shines on in its beautiful serenity and lustre, and 
moves on in its orbit with undisturbed regularity. 

Let it be our first object to do our duty, and nol be very anxious 
about any censure, but that of conscience. 


HOW SHALL I HONOR MASONRY ? 
[For the Amaranth. 
If Providence your lot hath blest, 
In peace and afiluence to rest, 
Let not your mind contracted be, 
Nor scorn the abodes of poverty. 


When you behold, in abject state, 

A brother crush’d by fortune’s fate, 
Lend him your aid, his wants to free, 
And you shall honor Masonry. 
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When o’er the list of human woes, 
You find the tear of grief o’erfiows, 

The widow’s moan, the orphan’s sigh, 
Your help shall honor Masonry. 


Where discord reigns with direful sway, 
The balm of reas’ning there display ; 
Shew to the world a conscience free, 
And you shall honor Masonry. 









Your time shall pass serenely on— 
While conscience dictates, right is done: 
Your hoary locks shall honored be, 

If you’ve regarded Masonry. 





When life’s tempestuous scenes are o’er, 
And nature’s calls require no more, 

In Heaven you’ll take your last degree, 
If you have honor’d Masonry. 





THE STEPS OF PERFECTION, 
Paraphrased from the Lain af John Owen. 


FAITH, HOPE, AND CHARITY, 
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When Virtve her examples drew in heaven, | | 
Seven steps to reach them, were to mortals given : | 


Hops, so desirous to be first, attains 
Four of the seven: but Farra five precepts gains : 
Love is the chief, for Love the two excels, 

And in the virtue of PERFECTION dwells, 
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EMINENT MASONS, 


11.] Lorp CoLterane—was elected Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of England, during the reign of George If. The circum- 
stances of his election were as follows: ‘The Earl of Inchiquin, then 
Grand Master, having been obliged to take a journey into Ireland, 
before the expiration of his office, his lordship transmitted a letter to 
William Cowper, Esq.* his Deputy, requesting him to convene a 
Grand Lodge for the purpose of nominating Lord Colerane Grand 
Master for the ensuing year. A Grand Lodge was accordingly con- 
vened on the 19th of December 1727, when his lordship was regu- 
larly proposed Grand Master elect, and being unanimously approv- 
ed, on the 27th of the same month, was duly invested witb the in- 
signa of his office, in the presence of a numerous company of breth- 
ren. His lordship attended two communications during his master- 
ship, and seemed to pay considerable attention to the duties of his 
office. He constituted several new lodges, and granted a deputa- 
tion to hold a lodge in St. Bernard’s street, Madrid. At the last 
Grand Lodge under his lordship’s auspices, Dr. Desaguliers moved 
that, the ancient office of Stewards be revived, to assist the Grand 
Wardens in preparing the feast ; when it was agreed that their ap- 
pointment should be annual, and the number restricted to twelve. 


12.) Earu or Crawrorv.—We introduce this gentleman for the 
purpose of recording one or two incidents that occurred during his 
presidency as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of England ; and 
not that we would rank him among the most ‘ eminent masons” of 
his day ; for, in our opinion, it is not the office that a man holds, but 
the ability that distinguishes his measures, and the fidelity with 
which his duties are discharged, that entitle him to the honorable 
appellation of ‘‘ eminent.” 

Earl Crawford was successor to the Earl of Strathmore, and was 
installed on the 30th of March, 1734. Under his administration the 
communications were neglected. The first convention of the Grand 
Lodge, convened by him, was held eleven months after his election! 
at which he offered an apology, and by way of atonement for omis- 
sions, commanded two communications to be held in the course of 
little more than six weeks! A new edition of the Book of Consti- 
lutions, prepared by Anderson, was published at thistime. Among 


* The amiable and talented author of the ‘‘ Task,’’ &c. He died on 
the 25th of April, 1800, at East Dereham, near Norwich, Eng. 
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the new regulations which took place, was the following: That, if 
any lodge within the bills of mortality, shall cease to meet during 
twelve calendar months, the said lodge shall he erased out of the list. 
It was also, we believe for the first time, ordered that, all grand of- 
ficers, the Grand Master excepted, shall be slected out of that body, 
Previously, the Stewards were chosen from other bodies. 

Crawford made an unjustifiable encroachment on the jurisdiction 
of the Grand Lodge of York, by constituting two lodges within its 
district, and granting, without its consent, three deputations, also 
within its jurisdiction. ‘This was highly resented, and produced a 
cessation of all friendly intercourse between the two Grand Lodges. 
The York Masons, from that moment, considered their interests dis. 
tinct from the Masons under the Grand Lodge in London. The 
Book of Constitutions, published in 1738, after giving a list of the 
Provincial Grand Masters, has the following remark: ‘* All these 
foreign lodges are under the patronage of our Grand Master of Eng- 
land ; but the old lodge at York city, and the lodges of Scotland, 
Ireland, France, and Italy, affecting independency, are under their 
own Grand Masters: though they have the same constitutions, char- 
ges, regulations, &c. for substance, with their brethren of England, 
and are equally zealous for the Augustan stile, and the secrets of the 
ancient and honorable fraternity.» These difficulties were not ad- 
justed until the 27th Dec. A. L. 5813, when a reunion of the two 
Grand Lodges took place ; at which time it was mutually agreed, 
that, they were thereafter and forever to be known and acknow- 
ledged by the style and title of “* The United Grand Lodge of An- 
cient Freemasons of England.” ‘This union was dissolved, how- 
ever, in 1825. 


138.] Marauis or Carnarvon.—-This gentleman,—-afterwards 
duke of Chandos,—succeeded lord Darnley in the office of Grand 
Master, and was duly invested on the 27th April, 1738. At this as- 
sembly, the duke of Richmond ; the earls of Inchinquin, Loudon, 
and Kintore ; lords Colerane and Gray ; and a numerous company 
of other brethren, were present. ‘The marquis shewed every atten- 
tion to the society during his presidency ; and in testimony of his 
esteem, presented to the Grand Lodge, a gold jewel for the use of 
the Secretary ; the device, two cross pens in a knot ; the knot and 
points of the pens being curiously enamelled. ‘Two deputations for 
the office of Provincial Grand Master were granted ; one of which 
was for the Caribee Islands, the other for a section of Yorkshire. — 
This latter appointment was considered as a third encroachment on 
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the rights of the Grand Lodge at York, and so widened the original 
breach between the brethren in the North and the South of Eng- 
Jand, that thenceforward all future correspondence between the 
Grand Lodges totally ceased. Frederick the Great was initiated 
under this presidency ; the particulars of which will appear in their 
proper place. 

In March 1754, the Marquis was re-elected as successor to lord 
Carysfort. He commenced this administration by ordering the 
Book of Constitutions to be reprinted, under the inspection ofa 
competent committee. His zeal and attention to the best interests 
of the fraternity were shewn on every occasion. He again present- 
ed the Grand Lodge with a large silver jewel, for the use of the 
Treasurer ; the device, cross keys ina knot, enamelled with blue. 
No preceeding Grand Master ever granted so many provincial dep- 
utations as Carnarvon. In less than two years, he issued patents 
for South Carolina; South Wales; Antigua; all North America, 
where no former provincial was appointed ; Barbadoes, and all oth- 
er his majesty’s islands in America ; Sicily, and the adjacent islands; 
and all his majesty’s dominions in Germany, with power to choose 
their successors ; &c. &c. Preston remarks that, “‘ this period seems 
to have been the golden cra of Masonry in England ; the sciences 
being cultivated and improved, the royal art diligently prepagated, 
and true architecture clearly understood ; the fraternity were hon- 
oured and esteemed ; the lodges patronized by exalted characters 3 
and charity, humanity, and benevolence, appeared to be the distin- 
guishing characteristics of Masons.” 


14.] Lorp Cranstoun—-was elected Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge at London, in Apri! 1745, and presided over the fraternity 
with great reputation, for two years. Under his administration, 
Masonry flourished ; several new lodges were constituted, and one 
Provincial Grand Masier was appointed for Cape Breton and Louis- 
burg. By a resolution of the Grand Lodge, at this time, it was or- 
dered that public processions, on feast days, should be discontinu- 
ed ; occasioned by some mock processions, which a few disgusted 
brethren had formed, in order to burlesque those public appearan- 
ces. We would remark, by way of elucidation to the term ‘ feast” 
days,’ that, at the election of every Grand Master, a dinner was pro 
vided at the expense of the Grand Lodge, at which the principal no- 
bility usually attended ; and it was, probably, in consequence of 
some individuals having been neglected, that “ mock processions” 
were got up. 
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¥ COLD WINTER IS COMING. 
° [Atheneum, 
1e 
d Cold Winter is coming—take care of your toes— 
" Gay Zephyr has folded his fan ; 
His lances are couch’d in the ice-wind that blows, 
So mail up as warm as you can. 
rd 
he Cold Winter is coming—he’s ready to start 
a From his home on the mountains afar ; 
sts Ife is shrunken and pale—he looks froze to the heart, 
it- And snow-wreaths embellish his car. 
he . e 
a Cold Winter is coming—Hark ! did ye not hear 
' The blast which his herald has blown? 
P The children of Nature all trembled in fear, 
nts " i? 
For to them is his power made known, 
a, 
th- Cold Winter is coming—there breathes not a flower, 
1s; Though sometimes the day may pass fair ! 
se The soft lute is removed from the lady’s lorn bower, 
ms Lest it coldly be touched by the air. 
CeS ' a , 
7 Cold Winter is coming—all stript are the groves, 
2G, The passagv »-bird | actens oy ° 
1e passage-bird hastens away ; 
yn- . . , , 
ro the lovely blue South, like a tourist he roves, 
weds And returns like the sunshine in May. 
in- 
Cold Winter is coming—he’!] breathe on the stream, 
And the bane of petrific breath 
nd Will seal up the waters ; till, in the moonbeam, 
ity They lie stirless, as slumber or death ! 
os Cold Winter is coming, and soon shall we see 
wes On the panes, by that genius Jack Frost, 
us" Fine drawings of mountain, stream, tower, and tree— 
or Framed and giazed too, without any cost. 
nu- 
ted Cold Winter is coming—ye delicate fair, 
an- Take care when your hyson you sip :— 
wr Drink it quick, and don’t talk, lest he come unaware, 
Dro And turn it to ice on your lip, 
no Cold Winter is coming—I charge you again— 
e of Muffie warm—of the tyrant beware— 
ns’ 


He’s so brave, that to strike the young hero he’s fain, 


He’s so cold he’ll not favor the fair. 
Vol. 1. No. 8. 82 
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Cold Winter is coming—I’ve said so before, 
It seems I’ve not much else to say ; 
Yes, Winter is coming, and God help the poor ! 


I wish it was going away. 





MASONRY IN SCOTLAND. 


Masonry has ever maintained a high rank among the imst.tutions 
of Scotland. It has been much and well cultivated ; and, it is said, 
there is no country where the science is better understood. It was 
introduced there at an early period: ‘T'annechill thinks as early, at 
least, as its introduction into England, which is probably true. In 
the city of Edenburgh, the lodges are numerous ; in one of which 
their business was formerly transacted in the Latin language. It is 
extremely difficult, in a country so frequently agitated by civil wars, 
to point out all the distinguished patrons of Masonry. Among the 
lair, Marl of Orkney and 
Caithness ; Sir Robert Cockeran; Alexander, Lord Farles ; El- 
phinston, Bishop of Aberdeen; Gavin Dunbar; Douglas, Bishop 
of Dunkeld; Creighton, Abbot of Hiolyroed-louse ; Farl of Lind. 
say ; Andrew Stuart, Lord Ochilree ; Sir James Sandilands ; Ham- 


most eminent were, King Jamesi; St. ¢ 


ilton, Lord Paisley ; and King James VI. 

The fraternity in Scotland always acknowledged their king as 
Grand Master; to his authority they submitted all disputes that 
happened amongst them. When the king was not a mason he ap- 
pointed one of the brethren to presice as his deputy at all their meet- 
ings, and to regulate all matters concerning the craft. Accordingly 
we find that James I. protected and encouraged the order, and hon- 
ored the lodges by his presence. He setiled an annual revenue of 
found pounds Scots, to be paid by every master mason in the king- 
dom, to a grand master, chcsen by the grand lodge, and approved 
by the crown. 

In 1441, William St. Clair, Earl of Orkney and Caithness, obtain- 
ed a grant of the office of grand master from James I]. He regular_ 
ly attended the lodges, and used every means to spread a knowledge 
of the art. By another deed of James II. thiswoffice was made her- 
editary to “ the said William St. Clair, and his heirs and successors 
in the barony of Roslin,” in which family it continued many years. 
The meetings of the grand lodge were held at Kilwinning, where; 
it is presumed, masons first begun to hold regular and stated lodges 
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in Scotland. In process of time, the craft became more numerous 
and lodges more frequent through the country ; the lodge of Kil- 
winning granted charters of erection and constitution to the breth- 
ren to form themselves into regular lodges, always under the proper 
provisions and restrictions for their adhering to the strict principles 
of masonry, and preserving amongst themselves, that harmony and 
union which ought to subsist among the fraternity. 

On the 30th of November 1736, William St. Clair, of Roslin, Esq. 
then grand master, resigned the office and renounced all right, title 
or claim which he might have to said office, by virtue of the deed of 
James If. which was accepted ; the office then became eleetive.— 
The grand lodge then proceeded to the election of a grand master, 
when William St. Clair, of Roslin, was unanimously proclaimed 
evand master of all Scotland, and being conducted to the chair, was 
solemnly installed, saluted and acknowledged as such, 

Since this period, the chair of the grand lodge has been filled by 
a succession of the most illustrious characters of Scotland, and the 
order has continued to flourish to the present day. The grand 
lodge holds its inectings in E.dinburgh. 





THE PRINCIPLES OF MASONRY. 
AN EXTRACT. 

Orxizinally, the moral as well as physical world, was all order, 
beauty and harmony. What would a stupendous comet produce in 
our solar system, were it torush upon this earth and sweep it from 
its orbit? ‘The same confusion and ruin followed the irruption of 
vice into the moral system. Jn primeval purity, all was the sun- 
shine of peace ; no passion ruffed the smooth sea of happiness ; no 
pain agonized the decaying frame of man, distorting the human face 
divine ; all was unclouded joy and heavenly serenity, an uninter- 
rupted succession of delightful thoughts and rapturous sensations.— 
Man, like the heavenly bodies, traveled on in the bright path which 
his Creator had prescribed, enjoying unbounded bliss and exciting 
the admiration of angels. But the great destroyer came, ran athwart 
his course, and thrust him from his orbit. Since that fatal day, he 
wanders in a devious track on the confines of the moral universe, 
pushing further and further into darkness and night, from that ra- 
diant Centre which calls and draws him back. ‘The first transgres- 
sion engendered and brought to maturity, the whole brood of hate- 
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ful passions. Anger, lust, envy, hatred and revenge, with all their 
dreadful squadrons, swept across the human breast, and overturned 
God’s moral temple from its low foundations. [Instead of all the 
raptures and joys of paradise, how feel we now ? In our tumultu- 
ous bosoms, wave of passion follows wave ; one tempest hardly cea- 
ses to thunder when another rolls on. ‘The beautiful moral edifice 
is but a ruin, amidst which wild beasts how], reptiles crawl, and the 


winds of heaven whist!e. Man’s moral form is scarce the outline of 


what it was, of what it ought to be, and of what it may hereafter be. 
To repair this ruin, to rebuild the grand temple which transgres- 
sion has dilapidated, is the professed object of masonry. Alas ! we 
almost blush to name its glorious object to these who witness its 
mean effects. If the ancients among the sons of Judah, who remem- 
bered the glory of the first temple, wept at the diminished size and 
faded splendor of the second, how much more cause have we to 
weep over the most perfect moral edifice which our masonry produ- 
ces! That perfection cannot be attained in the great undertaking. 
is proved by the nature of fallen man, as wellas the experience of 
past ages ; but that much may be done towards repairing the moral 
ruin, is attested by the invitations and promises of our great Master 
above, as wellas by the example of eminent masons in modern and 
ancient times. 

Though masonry inculcates all the moral duties and the worship 
of one God, yet it is not religion. It does not profess to change 
the heart and make at once a temple from aruin. But masonry 
‘and religion are sisters. Their origin and object are the same.— 
Both came from God; both tend to make men better; and both 
point to heaven as our final home. I do not say that masonry alone 
will carry us there ; but he who in heart and practice fvels and fol- 
lows the true principles of masonry, does allthat man can do, to 
climb the mystic ladder which spans from earth to heaven. A re- 
newed and purified heart makes no man less a mason ; for it is the 
glorious prize for which a true practical mason strives. Christiani- 
ty, therefore, is not at war with masonry. On the contrary, she is 
the kind angel which takes the mason where human efforts fail, and 
bears him on wings of love to that happy region, for which, without 
divine assistance, he was vainly struggling. 

Neither a mason’s nor a christian’s duties are confined to the dis- 
cip!ine of his own heart! They range abroad and mingle them- 
selves with all the relations of society. I have wondered that chris- 
tians, who are commanded to judge the tree by its fruit, have often 
been found among the enemies and persccutors of masonry. Does 
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not this tree yield good fruit ? It disarms the bitterest personal an- 
imosities, teaches forgiveness and forbids revenge. Is not this good 
fruit? Actuated by its pervading principles, at some mysterious 
sign or sound, arms have dropped from the hancs of the most dead- 
ly national enemies on the field of battle, and those who were ready 
to pierce each others bosoms, have embraced like brothers. Is not 
this good fruit ? It fills the heart of the penniless stranger with 
cladness, wipes the widow’s tear, and relieves the needy orphan.— 
Is not this good fruit ? Why, therefore, would some good men and 
christians cut it down as a barren fig tree ? But we are often told, 
that many masons lead immoral lives. With sorrow and shame we 
acknowledge the justice of thischarge. ‘Too many forget the su- 
blime principles they have been taught and the solemn obligations 
they have incurred. But their vices are not the fruzt of masonry ; 
they are noxious weeds which she has not succeeded in exterminat- 
ing. ‘They shoot up spontanecusly in the human heart, and nota 
mason’s nor achristian’s power can destroy the latent seeds. Ger- 
ininate they will, and all we can do is to nip the rank shoots, and 
thus prevent their luxuriance from overshadowing virtue’s nobler 
plants. Judged by the standard of pure mcrality, what society, 
nay, what man, can stand the test ? Would it not be disingenu- 
ous and unjust to condemn christianity, because a single professor 
oreven a whole church deviate from its pure principles ? If chris- 
tianity, which changes the heart, cannot extinguish vicious propen- 
sities and stop immoral practices, who can expect that grand result 
from masonry which merely professes to discipline the heart? He 
who would suppress masonry or christianity, because vice sometimes 
rears his hated front within their sacred pale, would extinguish the 
sun, the source of light and heat, and plunge the world in darkness 
and death, because noxicus vapors sometimes float on his beams.— 
Judge no institution by the practices of its worst members. If its 
principles be good, instead of obscuring its benificent beams in eter- 
nal nicht, let us drain those stagnant pools of vice, whence its influ- 
ence extracts poison and pestilence. Let it shine upon the uncon- 
taminated surface of our hearts, whence will spring up, in beauti- 
ful luxuriance, the plants of Faith, Hope and Charity, yielding im- 
mortal fruit. 
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MASONIC INTELLIGENCE, 


PortruGcan.——Under the new order of things which Don Migual 
as King, has established, Sir John M. Doyle, and a Mr. Young, 
British subjects, have been imprisoned on acharge of treason and 
freemasonry, &c. A letter from Lisbon, of July 11, says, Sir J. M. 


» 


Doyle’s liberty was demanded 24 hours ago, in the name of the Brit- 
ish Government ; they have refused to give himup. Sir J. M. 
Doyle hes been removed from the Segredo to a larger apartment, 
where there are about twenty others confined for constitutional! prin- 
ciples ; at least they suppose so, for they have in vain asked what 
offence they have committed ; and it is feared that the King of Be- 
lem and his mother, under whose thumb he is, will turn their atten- 
tion to a gaol delivery, by executing every one suspected of Free- 
masonry or Liberalism. 

Sir J. M. Doyle is attached to the Lodge of which George IV. is 
amember. This circumstance, in case of violence on the part of 
the ‘* King of Belem,” may produce a very important change in the 
affairs of the masonic institution in Portuga!. Freemasons, in that 
country and in Spain, have been persecuted beyond measure. But 
we believe, inthis instance, the persecutor has burnt his own fingers; 
and it is devoutly to be hoped that he may be made sensible of his 
temerity. ‘The following sensible remark, by the editor of the Nan- 
tucket Inquirer, 1s pe:tinent to the present case. 

‘** The political state of Europe for many years past, bas enjoyed 
but little tranquility ; for, if the clarion of war has been occasional- 
ly mute, secret intrigue and conspiracy have been silently plotting 
schemes for the gratification of ambition. And whiat is as unfair as 
it is false, Freemasonry has been made the hebby-horse on which 
to saddle ‘‘seditions, private conspiracies and rebellions.” Den 
Miguel’s adherents charge all the calamities which have followed 
in the train of aspiring political demagogues, and all the anarchy 
and bloodshed which have distressed and stained the southern sec- 
tion of Europe for many years past, to the Mreemacons—notwith- 
standing it is known to every lrecmason on earth, who is acquaint- 
ed with the principles of the order, and must be known to almost 
every man of intelligence, if not a mason, that the secret conclaves 
of designing men, whether to sap the foundation of civil or religious 
liberty, have never been countenanced by Freemasons. Still, ir 
some parts of Murope, and latterly in some parts of the United States 


this absurdity, this folly, this madness has prevailed. We hoy 
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reason will be reinstated in the western section of New-York, before 
we shall be compelled to adopt the language of the poet— 
‘©The second child outfools the first.”’ 

Though truth and justice would amply justify a full refutation of 
anti-masonic calumnies, in what part of the world soever they may 
have been disseminated, yet to attempt a serious confutation of gross 
absurdities and inconsistent misrepresentations, would perpetuate 
that which is only worthy to be Ccoomed to oblivion. It would be 
like preserving noxious reptiles in bituminous substances, which, 
without such aid, would scon mingle with the dust.” 


Derence or Masonry.—S. L. Knapp, Esq. has issued proposals 
for publishing a defence of Masonry. ‘The following is given in 
some of the papers as the concluding paragraph of the work. 

‘¢ Masonry teaches us to practice charity, to protect chastity, to 
respect the ties of blood and friendship, and to adopt the principles 
and to reverence the sacraments of religion. Its commands are, in 
the still small voice of reason, fearlessiy to face the proud in defence 
of the humble ; kindly assist the feeble ; guide the blind ; feed the 
hungry ; clothe the naked ; raise up the trodden down ; be a fath- 
er to the orphan; guard the altar; protect the government; en- 
courage wisdom; love man; adore God; implore his mercy and 
hope for happiness and immortality. These are the commandments 
of masonry. ‘Thus far we can speak; but. fcr these who are not 
yet satisfied, and wish to know morc, without passing through the 
guarded gates of knowledge, our address to them must be the same 
that was made of eld tothe prophet Esdras, ‘‘ Number me the 
things that are not yet come : gather me together the drops that are 
scattered abroad : make me the flowers green again that are with- 
ered ; open me the places that are closed, and bring me forth the 
winds, that in them are shut up ; show me the image of a voice, and 
then I will declare the thing thou laborest to know.” 


Masonry and Pourrics.—A very sensible writer in the New- 
Haven Chronicle, says, and we believe with great justice:—As to 
the uproar in the state of New-York, Masonry has, in reality, as lit- 
tle to do with it as it had with the late earthquake at Caraccas and 
Lima. ‘The materials composing the population of that state are as 
heterogenous as are the geological materials of Central America, and 
as continually acting on each other, as are the materials and fossils 
of those regions of our continent shaken to its centre. ‘Phough 
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there are many great, good, and undoubtedly pious people amongst 
the multitude of human beings inthe state of New-York, yet their 
influence is comparatively small, and cannot be otherwise felt than 
by being thrown into the scale of the party the less prominently mis- 
chievous. The convulsion respecting masonry, now sounding its 
confusion of tongues through the country, is nothing more nor less 
than an eruption of one of their political volcanoes, in which the 
agents are as little governed by moral principle, or the true politi- 
cal welfare of the state or nation, as are the bellowings of Hecla or 
Vesuvius, 


Morean.—The Palladium has the following: ‘‘ The man sup- 
posed, by some, to be Morgan, was seen at Smyrna so late as the 
latter part of June. He is represented as now of a sallow complex- 
ion, with large dark eye-brows and lashes, and apparently between 
35 and 45 years of age. A gentleman resides in the vicinity of Bos- 
ton, who has often seen him. At Smyrna, he is said to have for- 
merly lived in Canada ; and, we understand, he ts called the Cana- 
dian Turk. It would be easy for any agent sent from this country, 
tosee him. One who was formerly acquainted with Morgan might 
readily recognize him, if it is he.” 

Evectrions.—Officers of Trinity Chapter, No. 9, elected on the 
16th Oct. at their hail in Windham, Con.--Chancey Burgess, H. P.; 
Thomas Gray, K.; Justin Swift, S.; Billdad Curtis, T. ; Samuel 
Savil, Sec’y.; F. A. Strong, C. H. ; Alonzo W. Birge, P. S. ; John 
H. Buel, R. A. C. ; Caleb Hayward, M. 3d V.; B. Hovey, M. 2d 
V.; G. Baily, M. ist V.; J. Bingham, $8. Loring, E. White, Stew- 
ards ; J. D. Fitch, Tyler. 

Officers of Eastern Star Lodge, Windham, Con. elected Nov. 5. 
Thomas Gray, M.; Eliphalet Brown, S. W.; Sam/’l. Savil, J. W. ; 
Justin Swift, T. ; J. Winiter, Sec. ; John Martin, S. D.; E. Tra- 
cey, J. D.; Chester ‘Tillden, Chaplain; G. W. Weeb, J. Carver, 
Stewards. 

Officers of Concord Chapter, No. 5, Tarberough, N.C. installed 
April 6, 1528. 

M. E. Jeseph R. Lloyd, H. P. ; Henry Bryan, K.; Benjamin M. 
Jackson, S.; Danford Richards, Sec. ; Phesanton S. Sugg, Trea. ; 
William Stewart, C. H.; Robert Jayner, P. S. ; Henry Johnston, 
R.A. C.; Bartholomew Bowers, M. Ist V.; Gray Little, M. 2 
V.; Reading 8S. Long, M. 34 V.; Weeks P. Hadly, 'T. 
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